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The Commission for SCC/BEC organized the National council for SCC/BEC at Pallottine 
Animation Centre, Nagpur from 20th to 23rd February 2020. National council consist of all 
the regional Chairman Bishops, regional secretaries and one lay person from each region. 
There were 40 participants for the council. Council reflected on the theme SCCs/BECs -
leaven in the world. Most Rev. Sebastianappan Singaroyan Bishop of Salem in his key note 
presentation gave a detailed understanding of the leaven in the bible and motivated all how 
we need to function as members of the church to make our BECs to be real leaven in the 
world. Leaven has the nature of secretly penetrating and diffusive power. It was emblematic 
of moral influence hence our Saviour adopts it as illustrating the growth of the kingdom of 

A.1. National Council for BEC/SCC (CCBI)



 "China is like my second home. I love Wuhan, the 
city where I am based now. It was only a few days ago that 
the city was locked down. A few students from my college 
left immediately after they heard about the possibility of a 
lockdown, but I could not. I was planning to come to India 
later, and had booked my tickets. I stayed back also 
because I am a prospective doctor, medical ethics do not allow me to leave 
when people around me are falling ill. I have been advised to stay inside the 
hostel and go out only if necessary." This was the feeling  expressed by 
Faizal Nazar a fifth year MBBS student from India at Wuhan University 
School of Medicine.

The novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) outbreak has affected today the 
whole world in many ways. It has brought fear among people and nations. It 
is here that as BEC /SCC members we need to do something to prevent this 
disease from spreading. As responsible members of the BEC/SCC we could 
bring awareness among our people and care for our fellow human being. 
Today apart from fear there is also anger among many people in various 
parts of the world that they are not able to move freely. The BECs can be like 
leaven in the world to bring cure to this deadly disease and save our society 
and the human race.  Let every BECs/SCCs in the country take a serious note 
of this and pray earnestly imbibing the strength from the word of God and 
Eucharist.  Like Faizal Nazar lets all face the situation with courage and 
power from Jesus our Lord and master. It is our deep faith in the Lord that 
can bring cure to the lives of people. We have an instance in the Old 
Testament where God heals the people of Israel from the bite of the Serpents. 
(Num: 21: 5-7). It is our attitude of total surrender to the God of the Universe 
that will bring healing to the whole humanity. Let's through the work of 
BECs/SCCs instil in every one that we need to show our docility to the word 
of God. 

Fr. George Jacob Palackaparambil SAC 
Executive Secretary

Commission for SCCs CCBI
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God in the individual is heart and in the world because: 1) 
its source is from without.  2) It is secret in its operation.  
3) It spreads by contact of particle with particle. 4) It is 
widely diffusive. 5) It changes the particles it comes in 
contact with into its own nature, with propagating power. 
The presentation and the group discussions that followed 
brought all to the awareness of the need for the Church in 
India with all the current problems of CAA and NRC. We 
need to really work hard to activate our BECs to be 
functional. Most Rev. John Rodrigues, Auxiliary bishop of 
Mumbai in his talk presented the understanding of leaven 
from the point of view of Church documents. The 
communitarian aspect of existence is also more 
understood when we begin to permeate into the whole world as leaven does to the dough. 
We also reflected on the theme through a prepared lesson. The members present for the 
Council felt the need of SCC/BEC to be the real leaven in the society. 

- The theme of meeting was very much apt to the current situation in the country.
- The Structural change that need to come to the BECs is the need of the hour
- Whole arrangements and talks by Most Rev. Sebastianappan and Most Rev. John 

Rodrigues were very good
- The very presence of the bishops for the meeting was very motivating and 

encoura
- Through this meeting the participants became aware of their basic responsibilities.
- Good participation and there was genuine interest among the members.
- Gospel sharing is to be implemented to all meetings and families could adopt to gospel 

sharing as their way of life.
- The input sessions were very enriching.
- The lesson on BEC -leaven in the world was very inspiring

The Participants evaluated the learning of the three days meeting:

ging
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A.2.  SCC/BEC Commission Meeting

A.3. Meeting of the National Service 
Team (NST)

1. Workshop for the Religious of Jabalpur Diocese

A meeting of the SCC/BEC commission was 
called on 23rd February 2020 by the chairman 
Most Rev. Ignatius Mascarenhas, bishop of 
Shimla/Chandigarh. The commission 
members include: Most Rev. Gerald John 
Mathias, bishop of Lucknow, Most Rev. 
Selvister Ponnumuthan bishop of Punalur and 
Rev. Fr. George Jacob SAC, Secretary. The 
commission members discussed and planned 

for the future course of activities and the need of SCC/BECs to be real leaven in the world.

A meeting of the national service team was 
held on 24th February 2020.NST members 
consists of bishops, priest, sisters and lay 
persons. There were 14 members for the 
meeting. Meeting discussed and planned 
various activities and training programme 
for the year 2020.NST also discussed the 
need to empower the regional teams and to build up SCC/BEC structures in the regions.

One day SCC/BEC workshop for the religious of Jabalpur Diocese was conducted on 
January 8th under the leadership of Most Rev. Jerald Almeida, Bishop of Jabalpur. Fr. Vijay 
Thomas SAC facilitated the workshop on behalf of the SCC/BEC commission. There were 
50 participants from various religious congregations. All of them were enthused with the 
information and showed willingness to work for the growth of the SCC/BECs in the 
Diocese

  B. Regional News
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2. SCC/BEC workshop for Priests and religious of Indore Diocese

3. SCC/BEC workshop for the leaders of Khandwa Diocese.

4. SCC/BEC Leaders training for Raipur 
Diocese.

A three days of SCC/BEC workshop for priest and religious of Indore Diocese was 
organized by the Commission of SCC/BECs 
from 13th to 15th January 2020. There were 22 
participants. Most Rev. Chacko Thottumarickal 
Bishop of Indore in his address stressed the 
importance of activating the SCC/BECs in the 
diocese in order to make the church in Indore 
more vibrant and participative. He said we need 
to move in the direction of a new way of being 
church and not being a passive church. The 
sessions were guided by Frs. George Jacob and Vijay Thomas.  As a follow up of this 
workshop two update workshops are planned one for the clergy in March and another for 
the sisters in June 2020. Diocesan level and parish level Teams to coordinate and continue 
the work of SCC/BEC formation in the Diocese was also planned.

Two days of SCC/BEC workshop was organized for the leaders of Khandwa Diocese on 
18th & 19th January 2020 at the diocesan Pastoral Centre, Khandwa. The programme was 
animated by Fr. George Jacob SAC and Mrs. Jyostna Lal. There were 103 lay leaders 
including three priests and five sisters.

Three days of leaders training sessions 
were conducted at the Pastoral Centre 
Raipur for the SCC/BEC leaders of 
various parishes on January 24th to 26th. 
The programme was animated by        
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Frs. George Jacob and Thomas Vijay. There were 65 people who attended the sessions and 
have planned for a diocesan convention in the near future to actualize and spread the vision 
of SCC/BECs in the Archdiocese of Raipur.

M P regional resource team 
meeting was held at Prerna 
Sadan (Indore diocesan Pastoral 
centre) from 27th to 29th Jan. 
There were 21 fathers from the 
dioceses of Indore, Jhabua, and 
Bhopal . Fr. Peter 
Karadi the regional secretary 
organized the meeting and the meeting was animated by Frs. George Jacob SAC and 
Joachim Fernandez from Mangalore diocese (Member NST). It was also important to note 
that a convention for the MP regional was discussed. Bishop Chacko of Indore in his 
homily during the mass spoke of the need to build up SCC/BECs in all the dioceses of MP.

A group of 8 lay persons from Trier Diocese of Germany attended the SCC/BEC training 
programme at Pallottine Animation 
Centre, Nagpur from Jan. 31 to Feb 4th 
and 10th to 14th. This programme was 
organised by the Commission at the very 
request of this group. The workshop was 
animated by Frs. Thomas Vijay and 
George Jacob. They also visited Delhi 
and Mangalore dioceses from Feb. 4th to 
9th to see how SCCs/BECs are 
progressing in India. The Archbishop of 
Nagpur Most Rev. Elias Gonsalves also 

apprised them of the work of SCCs/BECs in the Archdioceses of Nagpur.

Two days of team building seminar on SCC/BEC was held for the diocese of Jabalpur on 
February 5th and 6th at the diocesan Pastoral centre. There were 62 participants which 
included 22 priests and 40 lay leaders from different parishes. Bishop Jerald Almeida on his 
welcome address inspired everyone to work hard to build the SCCs/BECs in the diocese. 
The seminar focused on building up teams at the diocesan, deanery and parish level so that 
the training and formation of the SCCs/BECs could be well organised.

5. MP regional RRT meeting.

6. SCC/BEC workshop for Trier Diocesan lay animators from  Germany

7. Two days of Seminar for the Priests and lay leaders of Jabalpur Diocese

and one sister
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8. SCC Leaders Training at Jhansi 

9. RRT Program at Sambalpur

10. Annual Day of Small Christian Communities 2020 - "Parivar Divas"

Two days of SCC/BEC training for the parish animators/leaders was held at the Diocesan 
Pastoral Centre Jhansi on 7th & 8th March 2020. There were over 100 participants. Most 
Rev. Peter Parapullil of Jhansi diocese in his message addressed the participants of the very 
importance of building the new way of being church from the point of SCCs. It is in 

building a church that cares for one another and available to the service of the neighbour 
become a true Christian Church. The Sessions were animated by Frs. George Jacob SAC, 
Executive secretary to the Commission for SCCs and Thomas Vijay Member National 
service team.

RRT programme at Sambalpur 
Bishop's House, Odisha  was held on 
3rd March 2020. 13 members 
participated from 5 different 
dioceses.  Most Rev. Niranjan Sual 
Singh the SCC Chairman for Odisha 
Region inaugurated the session. 
Topic dealt were BECs as Leaven in 
Dough for the Transforming Neighborhoods and Benefits of BEC community.

The Commission for Small Christian Community celebrated its Annual Day with the 
theme "Parivar Divas" on Sunday 9th February 2020 at the Diocesan Community Hall, 
Sacred Heart Cathedral.  It was a day for all the SCC Animators of our Archdiocese to come 
together as a Family of Families to share the joy and happiness with one another. This year 
four hundred animators from 19 Parishes participated in the Annual Day. The 
Thanksgiving Eucharist was presided over by our Beloved Archbishop Most Rev. Anil J.T. 
Couto and concelebrated by Frs. Balaraju A. Swamy, Suresh Babu, Anshu Vibhor & 
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Aloysius.  The Thanksgiving Liturgy was animated by SCC Animators of different 
Parishes. In his homily, Archbishop Anil mentioned that the Church which is the 
spirit and body of Christ, manifested its functioning clearly in the early communities as one 
learning, fellowship sharing and prayers (Acts 2:42). Today the Church needs to come back 
to its original charism of the Communitarian aspect of life. The large gatherings on 
Sundays do not constitute the fellowship of care for one another, as Jesus wanted us to 
witness that we are Christians by our love. Thus, I would say the Small Christian 
Communities has become an ideal model for us today to live our witnessing, life sharing 
with our neighbours. In a multi religious, cultural and linguistic context of our Archdiocese 
of Delhi, where we live, the SCCs are the best way of living our Christian existence like the 
early Christians of the Apostolic times.  He encouraged the SCC Animators to continue the 
good works in their Parishes which is helping people to grow in unity and in solidarity and it 
is making the Parish to grow in missionary consciousness.  SCC is transforming the lives of 
the families to be a living witness of the Gospel in the society. 

J.T. Couto 

11.  SCC in Jhan, West Bengal and Sikkim Regions

SCC Jhan and West Bengal Sikkim Region Mission Communion pledges to serve God and 
Country  on 21st January 2020 in Dishari Pastoral Center, Baruipur



7th March in Kunjla, Khunti diocese,  Jharkhand  SCC Seminar

SCC and Social awareness: Khunti diocese, 
Jharkhand on 5th March

Night Session for SCCs to be a prophet in 
today's world on 5th February Hansdiha 
Parish, Maheshpur Village, St. Teresa SCC  
(Dumka) diocese

Birth of a new SCC, Kurwa, Dudhani parish, Dumka Diocese : 
Why we need SCC? Social awareness session of present day on 24th February
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SCC Seminar for catechist of Khunti diocese on 1st March 

SCC meeting in Maheshpur village,  Dumka on 1st March

Taking Blessing during the Seminar for Catechist in Khunti on 2nd March
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1. BEC workshop for Lay leaders of the Bhopal Diocese

 Three days of BEC training 
programme was organized at the 
diocesan pastoral centre Bhopal for 
the Parish Pastoral council and SCC 
a n i m a t o r s  o f  t h e  B h o p a l  
Archdiocese from 13th to 15th 
March 2020. There were 28 
participants. Fr. George Jacob and 
Sr. Meena Dangwar H M animated 
the sessions. Archbishop Leo Cornelius at the inaugural message spoke of the importance 
of lay leadership in the church and motivated everyone to take active participation in the 
life and activities of the parish and said that BEC is the best platform for the church to 
become more visible in the world.

SCC awareness program in Torpa parish, Khunti diocese on 24th Feb

SCC in Simdega dioceses celebrating women's day on 8th March
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Forth Coming Programmes 2020

Happy EasterHappy Easter

 

 

   

Pallottine Animation Centre
Nagpur

Media course

Jesuit Novitiate, Barapani, 
Shillong.

Team Training for North India 

Hindi Introductory workshop

September 25 NST meeting Shanti sadan, Benaulim, Goa

Resource Building workshop

12
12th December 

th Nov. to 
  

SCC one month Theology 
Course

NRT meeting 

RRT Workshop for North India4
th Aug.
th Aug. to 

8
  

9
th Aug.

th Aug. to 
14

Pallottine Animation Centre
Nagpur

25
th Aug.
th Aug. to 

29
RST/RRT Workshop for 
North India East India

Pallottine Animation Centre
Nagpur

1st to 5th
September

8th to 13th
September

Pallottine Animation Centre
Nagpur

September 26th
to 30th

Shanti sadan, Benaulim, Goa

Pallottine Animation Centre
Nagpur

Pallottine Animation Centre
Nagpur

13
15th Dec.

th Dec. to
   

Date Event  Place 

   

 NB - The above programmes will be subject to the present Covid-19 situations 
in the country


